
Camp Gesher, 2014 Parent Manual 

Thank you for enrolling your child in Camp Gesher. We are looking forward to giving your child a fun and 
meaningful experience, in a warm, nurturing, positive environment. Please take a few minutes to review the 
following information and keep it handy during camp. Some information has changed. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact Andrea Shupack at 541-218-6766 or by email at 
AndreaShupack@gmail.com
 
We know that children enjoy camp because of the exciting activities and warm relationships that develop. 
We strive to provide campers with an opportunity to: 
* Develop and nurture friendships with other children 
* Develop a stronger Jewish identity  
* Experience success while participating in a variety of developmentally appropriate activities
* Have a fun and adventure filled week 

LOCATIONS AND DATES

CAMP GESHER   
Monday, August 18th – Friday, August 22nd   9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.     
Havurah Shir Hadash 185 N. Mountain Ave., Ashland 541-488-7716

FRIDAY FAMILY SHABBAT POTLUCK
Friday, August 22nd, 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 Shabbat Family Picnic
Please note location is at Temple Emek Shalom 
1800 East Main St., Ashland  541-488-2909

NORTH MOUNTAIN PARK
We will be walking to North Mountain park a couple of times through the week. If your child cannot walk 
that far, please notify Andrea so she can make transportation arrangements. 

WATER PARK / WATER GAMES
The Kindergarten through 2nd grade group will walk to the water park and the 3rd-7th grade group will 
have water games on Wednesday, so be sure to bring your water shoes, swim suit and towel on that day. 

 OTHER FIELD TRIPS POSTED CLOSER TO CAMP
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CHECKLIST 
Don’t forget, please label everything that comes to camp, including back pack, back-up clothing, water 
bottle, and your blank white T-shirt

We will be making T-shirts the first day of camp this year, so please 
make sure to bring a blank white T-shirt on the first day and give it to 

the counselor at the check-in table. 
 
CAMPER ITEMS

A labeled backpack that can hold everything (please no loose items)

Labeled white T-shirt on the first day

Reusable Water bottle - please label your water bottle and make sure to have this every day

Vegetarian lunch with ice pack (we don’t have room in the fridge)

Bottle of Sunscreen (please apply before camp, counselors will re-apply as needed)

Swimsuit and towel and a plastic bag for wet clothes - Only need on Wednesday

Water shoes - only need on Wednesday

Hat (optional, but a good idea for all that sun)

Back-up change of clothes including an extra pair of underwear and socks, stored in a separate baggy that 

can stay in camper’s backpack until needed

PLEASE LEAVE ELECTRONICS, GAMES, AND OTHER VALUABLES AT HOME

DOCUMENTS NEEDED

Signed Camp Gesher Release Form  (if not already turned in) 

A note any day your child will be picked up by someone not on your authorized list from your registration 

form. Even if it is another camp parent, we will not release your child to anyone not authorized in writing

Camp Gesher is not responsible for the damage or loss of any items. Anything not labeled and misplaced 
will be set out next to the sign in/out table each day. Please check it regularly for items.



JUDAISM AT CAMP 

Jewish culture and values are infused into everything we do at camp. The theme this year is “Celebrate 
Israel!”.  Specialists will visit each day to bring Jewish content in dance, art, drama, music, and Hebrew 
games. 

Each group has a Hebrew / Israeli name:  K-2nd will be the “Habonim” - The Builders 
        3rd-7th will be the “Mapilim” – The Adventurers 

CAMP’S DAILY ROUTINE

ARRIVAL     - Camp starts at 9 a.m. and ends at 3:00 p.m. Please be on time and take advantage of the 
          full camp day, but do not arrive before 8:50 unless you have made arrangements with the 
   camp director. Please arrive no later than 3 p.m. for pick up. 

-  Each day when you arrive, accompany your child(ren) into the building and sign them in at 
   the table just inside. Do not drop them off in the parking lot, you must sign them in in 
   person each day. 

- Check the table for any important announcements and lost and found items from the 
previous day

- A counselor will take campers into their room to drop off their bag before going into the 
sanctuary for opening circle

      
PICK UP     - At 2:30, campers all come together in the sanctuary for music and closing circle. You are 
   welcome to come in and watch this part of the day if you want to arrive a little early. 

- Come into the building for check-out and sign your child out on the same form you signed 
in on

- Please arrive a few minutes before 3 to ensure timely pick up. There will be no fee for late 
arrivals, but please be prompt so the counselors can start getting ready for the next day

AUTHORIZED PICK-UP

Campers will only be released to people authorized for pick up on your registration form. If someone else is 
going to pick up your child(ren), you need to send a written note to camp on that day with the person’s 
name, and preferably their relationship to the child. 

Please make every effort to pick up on time. If you will not be able to be on time, please contact a friend or 
another parent AND let Andrea Shupack know by phone who will be picking them up in your place. 

FOOD AT THE HAVURAH

- Campers provide their own lunch and water bottle. We provide 2 snacks each day.
- All snacks will accommodate allergies. Due to allergies, lunches will not be shared.
- Havurah is a kosher dairy facility. This means no poultry, meat, or shellfish. Tuna and lox are fine. 
- Label your child’s lunch bag with their full name. Make sure to include an ice pack. The lunches will be   
  inside, but cannot be refrigerated. 
- If any allergies were not listed on the registration form, contact Andrea right away. 



CLOTHING / SWIMMING / SUNSCREEN

Help us keep the lost and found to a minimum, label everything with first and last name. 
Keep everything inside a labeled back pack. No loose items, please. 

1) No flip flops or slip on shoes. Closed toed shoes with straps are much safer and likely to stay on their 
feet. Sneakers or supportive sandals with buckles or straps are strongly preferred.

2) Children should dress comfortably and have comfortable shoes appropriate for running around. They will 
be outside quite a bit, so dress for the hot weather. Clothes will probably get dirty and potentially wet. 

3) Pack an extra set of clothes (shirt, shorts, underwear, and socks). We do not have cubbies for everyone, so  
keep these in a bag inside the backpack. Unless they are used, they can stay in there throughout the week. 
We have often needed these!

4) SUN SCREEN EVERY DAY - Make sure to put sun screen on each morning before dropping your child 
off. Send a bottle labeled with your child’s name so counselors can reapply as needed throughout the day.

5) Swimsuit, towel, and water shoes are needed for all groups only on Wednesday
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY

A child who is sick (bad cold, fever of 99 or above, stomach virus, or other communicable disease) should 
not be sent to camp for 24 hours after last vomiting or other symptoms. Please email Andrea by 10 p.m. or 
call the next day if your child will be absent or late. 
All staff receive a short First Aid class, and Andrea Shupack is first aid and CPR certified. 

MEDICATION
 
* A camp medication form must be filled out for all medication (prescription or non) coming to camp
* Medication should be handed to Andrea with appropriate instructions, and never put in a child’s back 
pack. 
*All medication must be in the original prescription container. 

 COMMUNICATION 

Effective, open communication between staff, parents, and campers is extremely important. 
We will always let you know of any incidents affecting your child at camp. 

We are extremely interested in hearing parents’ comments, both complimentary and constructive. There will 
be a voluntary short evaluation form for you to fill out at the end of camp. 

Please bring problems to the camp director’s attention and I will deal with them immediately and correct 
concerns whenever possible. Most importantly, it does not matter how trivial the matter may appear, we 
want to know about it. I welcome your calls and comments. The most important person at Camp Gesher is 
your child and we don’t lose sight of that. You may contact Andrea Shupack at any time to discuss anything 
about your child or camp.



BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS 

A major factor in the success of a camp program is the behavior, interest, and attitude of the campers. These 
ingredients set the mood for the entire week. The more open campers are to trying new things, and being 
kind and respectful to each other, the more fun everyone will have. All campers are subject to the 
expectations listed below. Please discuss them with your child before attending camp. 
 
* Campers are expected so show consideration and respect for their fellow campers, staff, and camp 

facilities.
* Fighting, swearing, and disrespect will not be tolerated. Campers may be asked to leave if this continues.
* Campers will listen and follow the directions of staff at all times.
* Campers will participate in all activities, stay positive, try new things and have a good time. 
 
While we will try to deal with any behavior problems in a gentle and positive manner, we do reserve the 
right to send any child home from camp if his/her behavior becomes unmanageable, disruptive, or 
endangers the welfare and safety to himself/herself, other campers, or staff. Camp Gesher reserves the right 
to dismiss, without a refund, any camper who repeatedly disregards camp rules, or who endangers the safety 
of others. 

STAFF

Camp Gesher is directed by Andrea Shupack. Andrea has over 12 years of experience teaching children in 
formal and informal settings. Her background includes teaching Jewish education and music, and serving as 
an administrator for schools and camps. 
Each group has 2 madrichim (counselors). Our staff are chosen for their love of children and Judaism. They 
all have experience with children, have shown incredible maturity, and great enthusiasm. Our staff are 
highly qualified, well trained, and are fabulous. They will put tremendous care into making a safe and fun 
camp for your child. 

TIPPING POLICY

Tipping is a tradition at Camp Gesher. We encourage you to tip if you are able and want to show your 
appreciation of the excellent job and hard work your counselors do. If you do choose to tip, please bring it in 
a sealed envelope on Friday morning or afternoon, and give it to Andrea Shupack. If you forget, you can 
bring it to the picnic, but please complete your tipping before we bring in Shabbat together with candle 
lighting. 

Please do not hand tips or sealed envelopes to your child’s counselor. Give all tips to Andrea 
Shupack who will divide these up appropriately and give them to the counselors. 


